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King-Hackney, Ashadee

From: Manville, Jennifer
Sent: Monday, December 07, 2015 11:49 AM
To: Manville, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: L'Anse Warden Site Visit -- Revised Letter to From RA to KBIC Tribal President

----- Forwarded by Jennifer Manville/R5/USEPA/US on 12/07/2015 12:48 PM ----- 
 
From: Jennifer Manville/R5/USEPA/US 
To: Brianc Bell/R5/USEPA/US@EPA, Stephen Jann/R5/USEPA/US@EPA,  
Cc: Kestutis Ambutas/R5/USEPA/US@EPA 
Date: 05/07/2012 01:29 PM 
Subject: L'Anse Warden Site Visit -- Revised Letter to From RA to KBIC Tribal President 

 
 
Brian and Steve, 
 
It is my understanding from the RA's office that the letter to the KBIC Tribal Chair is to be revised based on the findings of 
the site visits conducted by ARD and WD at the L'Anse Warden facility.  Attached below is the write-up that ARD has 
provided.  Can WD provide a summary as well that could be included in the revised letter? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Jenny 
 
 
Jennifer Manville, Tribal Liaison 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
Indian Environmental Office 
400 Boardman Avenue 
Traverse City, MI 49684 
(231) 922-4769 
----- Forwarded by Jennifer Manville/R5/USEPA/US on 05/07/2012 01:26 PM ----- 

 
Blurb on my visit for your letter 

 
Erik 
Hardin   

 
to: 

 
Jennifer Manville 04/27/2012

 
 

Cc:
 

Sara Breneman, George Czerniak, William Macdowell
  

 
 

 

 
From: 

 
Erik Hardin/R5/USEPA/US 

  

 
To: 

 
Jennifer Manville/R5/USEPA/US@EPA 

  

 
Cc: 

 
Sara Breneman/R5/USEPA/US@EPA, George Czerniak/R5/USEPA/US@EPA, William Macdowell/R5/USEPA/US@EPA

 
An inspector from Region 5 Air Enforcement visited the L'Anse Warden facility on April 9 and 10, 2012.  The visit was 
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unannounced to L'Anse Warden and initially consisted of exterior surveillance of the railroad tie grinding operation.  The 
grinding operation is surrounded by a "wall" of railroad ties, such that the grinder itself cannot be seen.  After observing 
the facility from the exterior on the afternoon of April 9, the inspector observed no visible emissions coming from the 
facility.  After observing no visible emissions coming from the facility again on the morning of April 10, the inspector 
entered the facility and conducted an inspection accompanied by plant representatives.  The inspector was told that the 
grinding operation had been running on its normal, nearly continuous process both the previous afternoon and that 
morning.  After touring the facility, the inspector was given leave to conduct visible emission readings of the grinding 
operation. 
 
At this point, the inspector drove approximately 1/4 mile downwind of the grinding operation and approached on foot.  No 
visible emissions or noxious odors were detected.  The inspector then positioned himself at two different points on the 
property for approximately 2 hours.  During that time, the visible emissions observed were quite minimal (consistently 
about 5% opacity when observed) and did not persist  beyond a few feet of the grinder itself.  An occasional "puff" of 
smoke was seen, but these were inconsistent and also dissipated within a few feet of the grinder.   
 
 
D. Erik Hardin, Environmental Scientist  
Air Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Section (MN/OH) 
U.S. EPA, Region 5 
(312) 886-2402 ofc 
(312) 692-2130 fax 
 
Protecting the environment is everyone’s responsibility.  Help EPA fight pollution by reporting possible harmful 
environmental activity.  To do so, visit EPA’s website at http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 


